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present

THE ONES WE LEFT BEHIND

A drama project exploring

migration, families, and the idea of ‘home’.
Full Spectrum Productions is hosting a special production at The British Museum on Friday 27th January 2006 featuring a 30minute play, a monologue and an interactive discussion as part of its latest drama project ‘The Ones We Left Behind’. 
 

The production, sponsored by The Heritage Lottery Fund, takes a unique look at the extensive migration of people from the Caribbean and other communities during the 1950’s and 1960’s and the effect that leaving their homeland had on their children, their traditionally extended families and the communities left behind.
The play, entitled Homeward Bound, is written by Troy Fairclough and directed by accomplished British actor Eamonn Walker (Othello, Oz).  Fairclough based his play on a series of workshops led by elders from the Caribbean community held earlier in the year in London and Nottingham in which the public, and in particular those from Caribbean, Asian and Filipino communities, were invited to share and discuss their own experiences. Set in the departure lounge at Heathrow Airport, Homeward Bound centers around a woman’s dilemma over whether or not she should return to her native Jamaica to live out her retirement.  

It has been written with a view to encouraging cross-generational participation and interactive discussion and a debate lead by historian and broadcaster Alex Pascall OBE will take place after the performance.

The monologue, Departure, written by Lorna Holder and directed by Leon Herbert is based on workshop material and research which took place at The Centre for Filipinos in September.  It is set in the departure lounge at Heathrow Airport and explores the dilemma Nena faces as she tries to decide whether or not she should go back to the son and husband she left behind in the Philippines 25 years before.
The issues raised in the evening’s productions will reach a wider audience through the publication of ‘The Ones We Left Behind’ book which will be distributed free of charge to schools, museums and libraries.  

Lorna Holder, founder and producer of, ‘The Ones We Left Behind’, was separated from her mother at the age of four when she left to start a new life in England in 1957.  Her great grandmother looked her after until she was reunited with her mother in 1959. She said, “The sense of family is one that crosses all cultures and in a time when so many people are travelling the globe in search of better prospects this production is one that will mean something to everyone.  It unites all communities in the sharing of their experiences on the impact of leaving loved ones behind.” 
 Sue Bowers, HLF's Manager in London said; 'This is a fantastic project that will enable the local Caribbean and Filipino communities to explore their past and protect those stories and memories for future generations. It is so important for different communities to celebrate the heritage that matters to them and open up the wonderful diversity of our cultural heritage for everyone to learn about.'

 The Ones We Left Behind takes place at The British Museum, Great Russell Street, London, WC1 on Friday 27th January at 18.30pm.  Tickets £5 (concessions £3).  Please call the British Museum Box Office 020 7323 8181.

 Ends

 

For further information please contact:
Full Spectrum Productions
T:  0207 692 2711

E: info.fullspectrum@blueyonder.co.uk
 

Notes to editors

· The Voice is the media partner for The Ones We Left Behind 

· In association with Tuareg Productions Ltd 

· Full Spectrum Productions is a not for profit organisation
· Sponsored by Windwards Bananas













































